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Darcy, Pemberley, and 10,000 Pounds:

The Cultural History of Pride and Prejudice 

Arts & Sciences 138

 Freshman Seminar

Autumn   2 Credits 

Day/Time
Room

	Instructor
	Dr. Melanie McGurr



	Office
	5767 Ackerman

	E-mail
	Mcgurr.2@osu.edu

	Office Hours
	T & TH 3-4


Course Description

Sequels, prequels and fan fiction surrounding it abounds. You can read Darcy’s diary, watch the action unfold in at least four movies, and engage in passionate discussion boards about it online. What is it about Jane Austen’s novel Pride and Prejudice (P&P) that still intrigues and inspires people today? In this course, we will explore the cultural history of the classic English novel. Although we will discuss characters and plot in depth, we also will branch out beyond the novel. Through class discussion we will explore the novel by investigating economics, fashion, marriage, and social rules and regulations in the novel. Our class discussion will also explore Hollywood (and Bollywood’s) versions on the big screen, as well as touching on sequels, variations, and influences in print (think Bridget Jones’ Diary and the Mr. Darcy’s Diary). Through Carmen, we can use the discussion board feature to have a question of the week that can warm us up for class discussion. We will also watch clips from different movie versions throughout the quarter and two full versions near the end of the quarter. 
Texts

Pride and Prejudice (any edition). If you have not already read the book, please do so before class so we can dive in right away. Other readings will be provided. 
Course Policies

· Students are expected to attend every class. If you must miss a class, please let me know in advance if possible or as soon as possible afterwards.  

· Class participation is important for this course. Participation can take the form of questions, comments, and conversation. 

Assignments

Response Papers:

Along with the readings every week, students are expected to write four response papers (2 pages each). Three of these can be on any topic relating to the novel, any of our class topics, or one of your own ideas. 

For the fourth response paper, I would like you to find an academic article dealing with Pride and Prejudice and write a response to that article. We will discuss this further in class, but the assignment is meant to make you do some research, but also become more comfortable with discussing that research and engaging in a discussion on paper. 
Discussion Leaders:

A specific student or group of students will be required to act as discussion leaders every week. This assignment asks that you come to class on your assigned week with some questions for discussion.  

Grading

The grades in class will be based on one hundred points. The point and grading breakdown are below:


Participation 


30 points


Discussion Leader

20 points



Response Papers 1-3

30 points

Response Paper 4

20 points 




Total



100 points 



Grading Scale: 
A 93-100 

A- 90-92 

B+ 88-89 

B 83-87 

B- 80-82 

C+ 78-79 

C 73-77 

C- 70-72 

D+ 68-69 

D 65-67 

E 64 and below  

Academic Integrity 

For all the assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University is in effect. Academic misconduct is defined as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees and made available to students;

2. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas;

3. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted;

4. For an extended version of these examples please refer to http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
To avoid plagiarism, students must make sure that they:

1. Always cite their sources (following the MLA format)

2. Read the guidelines for written assignments more than once

3.  If in doubt consult with your professor.

Students with Disabilities 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the internet address of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Weekly Schedule

Week 1 – The Evolution of Pride and Prejudice  
Discussion topics: 1) Introductions and discussion of the novel. 2) Introduction to Carmen course and all the features we will use (discussion boards, suggested links, and so on). 
Week 2 – What is so Special About Elizabeth Bennet? The Role of Women in P& P 
READ: Elizabeth's teasing charms Darcy / John Hardy. Readings on Pride and Prejudice, Clarice Swisher, Ed. 

“Jane Austen and Elizabeth Bennet: The Limits of Irony” Moses, Carole; Persuasions: Journal of the Jane Austen Society of North America, 2003; 25: 155-64.
Discussion topics: 1) Austen’s portrayal of women--what makes Elizabeth stand out? 2) Who would fit in best with modern sensibilities? 
Week 3 –  The Cult of Darcy 
READ: “Filming Tourism, Portraying Pemberley.” Troost, Linda V.; Eighteenth-Century Fiction, 2006 Summer; 18 (4): 477-98.
Discussion topics: 1) Darcy’s seemingly unending appeal to readers. What did you think about Darcy during your first reading? Is he shy? Proud? 2) Darcy’s depiction on film 
DUE: Response #1
Week 4 – How Rich is Mr. Darcy? Economics in P & P
READ: “The Economic Realities of Jane Austen's Day” Copeland, Edward. Approaches to teaching Austen's Pride and prejudice. Ed. Marcia McClintock Folsom.
Discussion topics: 1) How poor are the Bennets and what is an entail? 2) Are Bingley and Darcy really rich and how do readers know this?
Week 5 – City Finery and Country Dowds: Fashion in P & P 
READ: “On Pettiness and Petticoats: The Significance of the Petticoat in Pride and Prejudice” Margalit, Efrat; Persuasions: The Jane Austen Journal On-Line, 2002 Winter; 23 (1).
Discussion topics: 1) The Bingley sisters are very vocal on their ideas about the fashions of Elizabeth and her sisters. What seems to be their main criticism? 2) How are the Bennet sisters and the Gardiners portrayed in films? 
DUE: Response #2
Week 6 – Marriage in P & P
READ:  “Marriage and manners in a civilized society” Paris, J. Bernard. Readings on Pride and. Prejudice. Ed. Clarice Swisher
Discussion topics: 
Week 7 – Good vs. Evil in P & P: Just Who is Good and Who is Evil?
READ:  “George and Georgiana: Symmetries and Antithesis in Pride and Prejudice” Burns, Margie; Persuasions: The Jane Austen Journal, 2007; 29: 227-233.
Discussion topics: 1) Is Wickham the only “bad” character in the novel—are any other characters problematic? 2) Who is your favorite character and why?
DUE: Response # 3
Week 8 – Bollywood and P & P (Watching Bride and Prejudice )
Week 9 – Bollywood and P & P Part II (Watching Bride and Prejudice)
DUE: Response #4
Discussion topics: 1) Cultural differences in Bride and Prejudice. How does Indian culture and a modern time period make an imprint on the way the plot is told? 
Week 10 – Final and Wrap Up 
Bridget Jones, Sequels, Mysteries and More 
Discussion topics: 1) What causes people to keep the P&P story going through sequels, tangential stories, and time travel stories? 2) How do you feel about these writings and movies?
